Tuaraisc an Runaí

There was no Runaí nomination for the second year running at County Board, which was a major disappointment, but more importantly it meant that the business of running the County Board could not be conducted for the year 2009 i.e. no games could go forward.  I was approached and asked to accept a nomination which was then voted on in January.  Frankly, I was glad I accepted.  I was assured that my role would be manageable and every assistance possible would be given to me.  I can 100% say it was manageable, and all manner of assistance was given to me. My brief report is as follows:

Sponsorship

This year we have lost Olhausens as a major sponsor, and we thank them for their assistance in the past.  I for one shall miss the sausages.  Thanks to our new sponsors Ozo Waste disposal and Recycling company. €4,000 each year for 3 years is initial agreement, and jerseys will have to be re-branded. 

Competitions / Blitz

As well as regular league, championship, feile and Shield competitions there are a healthy number of other competitions that take place each year. Some of these include Camogie Sevens (September), Pan Celtic, (April), Dublin under 12 development squad in Carlow (August), La na gClub (May), Gael Linn (May), Leinster (May).  Congratulations to all involved in running these additional competitions as they contribute not only to skills development, but to the wider social and personal growth and development that is beneficial to all. 

This year saw the County Board use the Iveagh Grounds as a venue for the Senior competitions and positive feedback was received on the most part. The challenge of finding a venue that ticks all the boxes all the time is an enduring one, but everyone agreed this venue is certainly one that can be considered for future use.  Well done to all teams involved in all the competitions from under 8 up to Senior.  
Treasurer’s Report

Will be available at convention 2009.

Minor Board Report

Will be available at convention 2009.

PRO’s Report

Will be available at convention 2009.

Leinster Council Report

Will be available at convention 2009.

Leinster Development Committee – Eve Talbot

Full report available at convention 2009.  Summary as follows:

· Puck Around Town in July 2009 involved 120+ girls and further development of project hopeful.

· Funding received from RAPID involving Camogie players in Trinity College and linked with Dublin City Council sports officer and school completion officer  to provide assistance in disadvantaged areas

· Funding received from Fingal County Council for Tyrrelstown area providing 150 young people opportunity to participate in blitz and coaching, skills session

· UCD Camogie team Sport agus Spraoi day for 160+ girls and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown who sponsored key rings and sliotars to 12 schools

· Camog-Aerobics workshop in Good Counsel for 6 weeks for mothers/adults to increase social membership and indirectly help parents with their daughters Camogie development

· Nominated onto 2 GAA committees in Dublin – Urbanisation Committee and Coaching and Games Committee – strategic plan to be put in place for development of the game in Dublin city

· Leinster schools coaching programme will increase to 6 schools – cost of coach is funded by the Leinster Development Committee via Leinster GAA Council. 

· Last 2 years good contact made and hopefully work can continue should new budget allow

Referees Report 2009 - Aoife NicUidhir

Full report available at convention 2009.  Summary as follows:

· At U9/U10 – clubs should monitor, correct and advise their home referees more 

· New juvenile referees should not be sent out to their first few matches on their own.  An adult referee/club member should go out with them to support and monitor their progress.

· Club referee co-ordinators should encourage their referees to report any type of abuse if it occurs

· Juvenile referee courses to be split – 1 for U9/10/11 and 1 for U12 to U16, with a compulsory practical/written examination after the course

· All adult referees to pass a fitness test.

Election of Officers

The following were elected as Officers of Dublin Camogie County Board for 2009:

Marie O’Brien (St. Jude’s)


Leas-Cathaoirleach

Linda Penny (St. Oliver Plunketts)

Runaí

Tom Hayes (Ballinteer St. John’s)

Cisteoir

Frank Malcolmson (Th. Davis)

Leas-Cisteoir

Maria Grandfield (Nh. Barróg)

Minor Board Cathaoirleach

Patsy Powell (Nh. Bríd)


Teachta chuig Comhairle Laighean

It was deemed necessary to schedule an EGM in January 2009 to allow for the submission of new nominations and the election of outstanding officers (Cathaoirleach; Leas-Runaí; Claraitheoir; Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí). A proposal was submitted and approved to this meeting regarding the establishment of the position of Leas-Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí . 

Inter County Teams

Full county reports will be available at convention 2009.  Reports received from Under 14, 16, Junior and Senior. Please see individual reports from each of the county teams.  The notable success are the large number of girls, particularly at the younger level, turning up for trails, eager to wear the Blue shirt.  I feel this is a very positive sign, and demonstrates great commitment and dedicated to their prospective County teams.  An under 12 development squad has been put in place, and it seems a shame that we have such great numbers at these levels, yet cannot convert at competitions.  

Great work is being done at Inter County level, but success has alas eluded us yet again.  To this end, the County Board have put in place a Strategic Committee to look at Dublin Camogie and plan for the success and promotions that have been lacking.  The committee have already met and a report and implementation plan will issue early in 2010.   All submissions and contributions would be welcomed from individuals or clubs

Thanks to all the County mentors and individual clubs for their continued support and commitment in encouraging the girls to line out for their county.  

AOB

Other notable events that have occurred include: 

· New blue star/soaring star similar to men’s to be developed

· New results /fixtures system to be implemented next year

· Visit from Joan O’Flynn, President of Camogie Board 

· Ellen Minihan fundraiser for the Cormac McAllen trust fund was a good success and a bittersweet experience for all involved. Our thoughts and prayers to Ellen’s family, friends and teamates

· Phoenix Park update reveals no undue complications and yet we still wait on actual building to begin. 2010 should see some progress in this area

· Garda vetting has begun,  and we await instructions on how to proceed further. We have been told that cross referencing will occur, and separate vetting will occur even if you have been vetted as part of your job or other volunteer activities, and indeed even with the GAA. I think we all agree that it is an extremely important issue and procedures should be stringent. However, it does seem a waste of resources in these trying times when one considers you could be vetted 2-3 times in one year.  We have limited control over these matters and I hope you can remain patient

I hope someone like me can step up to the mark, and make a contribution.  I ask each and every one of you to consider taking on some small role.  During my time with County Board, I have learned that there are a few, dedicated people who carry on regardless, and with the absolute knowledge they can make a difference. I know I have made a difference. I know you can too.  I have little experience in the Camoige world. I have never played it, nor watched it until a few short years ago. I am one of “you” in the room, who stepped up and gave a hand. I am asking that if a few people take on a few roles, then the workload can be divided.  It is not such a scary world.  For example, if one person took on the responsibility of Feile, and another for the than that’s the workload shared. We could all work under the guidance of a Runai or Chairperson.  I will continue on in some capacity.  I hope you will too.

I wish to thank ALL the management of the County Board for their help and advice over the last year.  Mary Gibney, Naomh Olaf took up the position of Leas-Runai and between us we divided the workload and thank you to Mary for all her assistance.   Maureen Fulham from Leinster graciously answered every question and query. Aoife Maguire must be thanked, because her words of wisdom were there for me when requested.  Brendan and Maria were pillars of support. A special word of thanks to Brendan, who true to his word, asked me to step in, and promised I would never be inundated. He was right.  My own team St. Oliver Plunketts Eoghan Ruadh told me to “Go for it” and I did, and thanks to all of my club members for their assistance and patience.  To all the delegates who helped me along the way, understanding my nerves and ignorance of many things, and who for the largest part, never gave me an ounce of grief. 

 Finally to the players, mentors and all volunteers who give so much to this sport, Go raibh maith agat.  Yes, even my Irish has improved. 

Is mise,
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Coiste Chontae Camogaíochta Baile Átha Cliath
Linda Penny
Runaí
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