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Fáilte
Páirc an Fhionnuisce – ceann des na háiteanna is áille sa tír agus 
céim eile sroichte sa scéal.  Cuireannn sé áthas an domhain orm 
fáilte a ghabhail don Ard-Mhéara agus gach aon duine atá anseo 
inniu.  

It is an occasion of great satisfaction for all in Dublin 
Camogie and in St Oliver Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh 
to welcome the Lord Mayor of Dublin Brendan Carr 
as well as all our friends and guests to the official 
opening of the new dressing rooms complex which is 
being named after a camogie stalwart Sheila Browne.  
We thank her family for their support with this en-
deavour.

The dressing rooms pavilion at the Phoenix Park has 
been in use for some time but plans to officially open 
the complex as part of a 1916 Centenary Commemo-
ration had to be shelved at the last moment due to a 
clash with the visit of the then American Vice-Pres-
ident Joe Biden.  When is that going to turn up in a 
Table Quiz?

The development was brought about by the joint 
vision of the Dublin Camogie Board who responded 
so positively to the St. Oliver Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh 
plan to build shared dressing rooms in the Phoenix 
Park.  

Like Camogie, St Oliver Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh 
has deep connections with the Park given that it was 
the home of Eoghan Ruadh when they were in their 
heyday.   It is only right that the Eoghan Ruadh name 
should be associated with this venture.

Dublin Camogie clubs and members put their hands 
in their pockets to help fund this venture and the 
leadership of people like Marie O’Brien, Seamus 
Massey and Brendan Cooper and others helped 
greatly to see the project to completion.

The game of camogie is the only one of the gaelic 
games family to have been founded in Dublin and 
“the Park” is its spiritual home.  Camogie has been 
played in the Park from almost the very beginning 
and a year after Dublin won the first Senior All-
Ireland title in 1932, the Phoenix Park Camogie pitch 
was officially opened by the then President of the As-
sociation, Mollie Gill. Thanks to the development of 
these much needed facilities, the game will continue 

to be played 
here by Dublin 
teams, develop-
ment squads 
and clubs like 
Portobello, St. 
Oliver Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh, Na Gaeil Óga and 
others.

The Camogie Association is one of the oldest female 
sports organisations in the world.  Established at a 
time when women’s sport was very much in its infan-
cy, the Association was ahead of its time in ploughing 
a furrow for equality in sport.  Today it is played all 
over the world and not just among the Irish.  “Our 
Game, Our Passion” crosses all boundaries.

The game’s close association with the Irish language 
movement is also an integral part of the founding 
origins of the sport and the Dublin Camogie Board is 
delighted to see the connection with Na Gaeil Óga.

The Phoenix Park is a national treasure – home to so 
much of our history as well as a wonderful natural 
amenity. The continued support and expertise of the 
Office of Public Works ensures that resource is main-
tained to the highest standards.  The Board with the 
support of OPW will address the reinstatement of the 
“middle” pitch this year and we hope that have that 
back in action before very long. 

The Board wishes to acknowledge the generous sup-
port of MMI and Máire Uí Scolaí in relation to this 
evening’s game.

The Board is also delighted that the two camogie 
dressing rooms will be named in honour of two dis-
tinguished servants of the game - Phyllis Breslin and 
Frank Malcolmson.”

Patrick Martin 
Cathaoirleach
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Cuimhní ar an bPáirc 
Máire Uí Cheallaigh

N
uair a bhí mise ag imirt bhí go 
leor dena clubanna bunaithe ar 
na scoileanna, mar shampla Páirc 
Mhuire agus Baile Bhailcín. É sin 

nó bhíodh mná a bhí ag obair sa chathair 
ag imirt le clubanna mar Celtic. Bhí Baile 
Átha Cliath in ard a réime ag an am agus 
bhíodh Páirc an Fhionnuisce thar a bheith 
gnóthach gach deireadh seachtaine mar 
b’ann a d’imrítí na cluichí go léir... 

Ní bhíodh ach 25 nóiméad an taobh á imirt 
againn i dtreo is go bhféadfaí cluiche a imirt 
gach uair an chloig. Bhíodh trasnán eile ag an 
mbarr chun nach mbeadh fadhb ar bith cúilín a 
aithint. Ach, ní hionann sin is a rá nach mbíodh 
conspóid ann ó am go ham. Caithfi dh mé a ad-
mháil nár bhaineamar riamh leas as na seomraí 
feistis mar cheapamar gur bhaol dár sláinte a bhí 
iontu!

Ag tús na n-ochtóidí nuair a bhímis - foireann 
UCD – ag imirt go rialta anseo bhí athruithe 
tábhachtacha ag tarlú. Ag an am sin bhí craobh 
camógaíochta á bhunú i mórán clubanna agus 
in éineacht le sin bhí na himreoirí in ann leas 
a bhaint as na páirceanna imeartha a bhí ag na 
foirne peile agus iománaíochta. D’fhágamar slán 
ag an bPáirc seo agus ní raibh aiféala orainn é 
sin a dhéanamh mar ní raibh na coinníollacha 
ann maith go leor dúinn. Tá súil agam go mbain-
fi dh imreoirí an lae inniu tairbhe as na seomraí 
athchóirithe seo agus go mbainfi dh siad an sult 
céanna as an gcluiche is a bhaineamar fadó.

Produced by Máire Uí Scolaí, Gerry O’Sullivan and Seamus Massey.  

Appreciation to all who assisted with content and photographs.

Cover: Mollie Gill (President of the Camogie Association) watches Professor Agnes O’Farrelly cut the tape at the 
opening of the Phoenix Park camogie pitch in October 1933.  Dublin captain Mary Walsh and Seán O’Duffy are 
behind Mollie Gill. (Source:  A Game of Our Own - Camogie’s Story, Mary Moran, Camogie Association 2011”).  

Cuimhní ar an bPáirc Cuimhní ar an bPáirc 
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WELCOME MESSAGE

Message from
John Quilter

Chairman, St. Oliver PlunketT Eoghan Ruadh GAA Club.   

I
t gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you all here this evening to the former 
Eoghan Ruadh GAA Club Hurling 
Grounds in the Phoenix Park to mark 

the offi cial opening and dedication of the 
new pavilion and dressing rooms as the 
Sheila Browne Pavilion by the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, Brendan Carr. 

Today’s offi cial opening of 6 Dressing Rooms, 
2 Referees Rooms, Kitchen and ancillary rooms 
marks another 
milestone in the 
history and de-
velopment of St. 
Oliver Plunketts 
Eoghan Ruadh 
GAA Club follow-
ing on from the 
merger of the two 
clubs some years 
ago.  The building 
of a new Dressing 
Room complex 
was initiated fol-
lowing a series of 
conversations and 
meetings between 
representatives 
of the Club with 
the former Chief 

Superintendent of the Phoenix Park John Mc 
Cullen, who at the time was exploring the feasi-
bility of replacing the changing room facilities 
in this part of the Park which were no longer 
fi t for purpose.  The Dublin Camogie Board 
whose grounds are also located in this part of the 
Phoenix Park was approached to become part of 
a joint venture to construct a new Pavilion that 
would meet the needs of both organisations well 
into the future.  Whilst the project took some 
time to bring to fruition it has been well worth 
the wait.  The design had to take into account 

Senior Division 1 League Winners 2017
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the sensitive nature of this part of the Phoenix 
Park and Planning approval had to be obtained.  

St. Oliver Plunketts Eoghan Ruadh very much 
appreciates the signifi cant contribution that the 
Dublin Camogie Clubs made to the project in 
conjunction with the Camogie Board.  Sincere 
thanks and appreciation to the Offi cers of the 
Camogie Board for their encouragement and 
support at all times.  A huge debt of gratitude is 
due to Sean Rooney, Club Development Offi cer 
who negotiated his way through all the various 
Government Departments to secure the delivery 
of the project.  I would like to extend our thanks 
and appreciation especially to the Staff in the 
Offi ce of Public Works and in the Capital Grants 
Section of the Department of Tourism and Sport 
for their assistance and guidance which was of 
enormous benefi t.           

Today’s dedication and naming of the building 
in honour of the late Sheila Browne is a fi tting 
tribute to an outstanding Camogie player and 
Club person.  The Browne family are held in the 
highest of esteem in St. Oliver Plunketts Eo-
ghan Ruadh and beyond in Camogie and GAA 
circles.  Sheila in her own right was an outstand-
ing club person and was always to the forefront 
in promoting Camogie in the club.  She devoted 
many hours every week to training, coaching and 
managing teams at all levels, ably assisted by her 
good friends Bridget Mc Evoy and Bernie Potts.  
In addition she represented the club with distinc-
tion at Board level and became widely known 
throughout the County for her honesty, commit-
ment and dedication.  The fruits of her labours 
are to be seen in how well Camogie has fl our-
ished in the Navan Road area over a long period 
of time including the many success’s achieved 
by club teams right up to the present day with 

several club players on County panels.  Sheila 
also served on the Club Executive and was always 
willing to lend a helping hand whenever a func-
tion or big event was being organised.

The Hurling Grounds pitch beside the new pavil-
ion is also being reopened following the carrying 
out of upgrading and redevelopment works.  In 
that regard I wish to thank the Offi ce of Public 
Works Grounds Staff in the Park for the works 
carried out on the pitch in recent weeks to enable 
it to be brought back into play at this time.  This 
will be of enormous benefi t to St. Oliver Plun-
ketts Eoghan Ruadh  in catering for club teams 
at all levels for Hurling, Football, Camogie and 
Ladies Football.  With that in mind the club is 
honouring a select group of outstanding Hurlers 
and Sportsmen who graced this pitch in former 
times to telling effect.  Dressing Rooms within 
the new pavilion are being named by the club in 
honour of Kevin Matthers, Joey Towell, Muiris 
Prenderville, Christy Hayes and Jim Byrne.

I’d like to welcome the Dublin Premier Junior 
Camogie team who are going to play a challenge 
match against the Club Senior Camogie team 
in what will be the fi rst game to be played on 
the new surface.  Again I would like to express 
my appreciation to all involved with this project 
and most especially my predecessor the late Pat 
Bugler.

I’d like to thank the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Bren-
dan Carr for his support with both projects and 
for his attendance here this evening to perform 
the offi cial opening and dedication of the build-
ing as the Sheila Browne Pavilion. 

Thank you for your attendance and for your sup-
port and I hope you enjoy this evening’s match.

the sensitive nature of this part of the Phoenix several club players on County panels.  Sheila the sensitive nature of this part of the Phoenix several club players on County panels.  Sheila 

WELCOME MESSAGE
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SHEILA BROWNE AND FRIENDS

 Laois, Dublin, Sliabh Bloom and 
St Oliver Plunke�  Eoghan Ruadh 

Sheila Browne

S
heila played camogie in school with 
Athaboe Secondary school and 
played for her county Laois be-
fore coming to Dublin in the early 

60s when she played camogie with Sliabh 
Bloom. Sliabh Bloom were a club made 
up of native Laois women and their family 
and friends. They were based in the Pho-
neix Park at the current camogie grounds 
and used the old pavilion as their dressing 
rooms and party venue.  

 Sliabh Bloom disbanded after reaching 50 years 
of existence. Sheila, along with Brigid McEvoy 

and Bernie 
Potts, then de-
cided the time 
was right to 
approach the 
St Oliver Plun-
kett GAA club 
with a view 
to establish-
ing a camogie 
section within 
the local GAA 
club around 
1988/89.  The 
decision has 

been a resounding success.

The club started with a 1 juve-
nile team and has now expanded 
to 6 juvenile teams and 2 adult 
teams.

Sheila played camogie with 
Plunketts until she was 62 years 
of age.

She coached many juvenile 

Even through her illness she took a 
keen interest in the games being played 
and was proud of the Senior team win-
ning the Sen 2 Championship

Picture from the Phoneix Park circa 1969 – Sheila is 
2nd from right in the bottom row (Tom Browne is on 
the left in the back row)
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teams in the club, coaching over 100 girls in the 
Navan Road area. She was also the player/ man-
ager for the adult team for several years.

She was a selector in the 1990s for Dublin under-
age camogie.

She served as the Board Delegate for years for 

St. Oliver Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh and was also 
secretary and referee co-ordinator.

Sheila would go to as many games as possible 
and loved to see her granddaughters playing - 
even the granddaughter that played for Ballinteer 

St Johns. She was very 
proud of all of them.

L-R- Maura Brady of the St. Anne’s club who gave a life 
time of service to her club and also to the Dublin Board, 
Peig Tierney of Sliabh Bloom who also served on Dublin 
Board along side Sheila Browne.

St. Oliver Plunkett’s 
celebrating their 40th 
Anniversary and the 
winning of the junior  
A competition held to 
celebrate the club’s 40th 
Anniversary. Sheila 
Browne is 2nd from left.

Sheila and Tom Browne receiving an award for all their 
work with St Oliver Plunkett-Eoghan Ruadh

SHEILA BROWNE AND FRIENDS
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FRANK MALCOLMSON

Eoghan Ruadh claim 
All-Ireland Camogie Title

E
oghan Ruadh  was formed in 1937 
by Muriel Munnely, Annie Hogan, 
Elsie Hickey and the O’Briens in 
Aughrim Street, Dublin. They won 

their fi rst Dublin senior championship in 
1953 and completed a three in a row from 
1967 to 1969.
In 1967 they went all the way to win their fi rst 
and only All-Ireland club championship title 
when they defeated Oranmore of Galway in Bal-
linasloe on a scoreline of 7-3 to 1-0, following a 
drawn game on the fi rst day.

The team on that occasion was: Anne Carey, 

Maureen Kearns, Pat Rafferty, Margaret O’Leary, 
Anne Ashton, Maureen Murphy, Ailish Toner 
(cpt), Kay Lyons, Phyllis Breslin, Connie Lyons, 
Jean Foley, and Dolores  Barber.

Later, Phyllis Breslin and Pat Rafferty went on to 
hold many positions at Dublin County Board, 
Leinster Council before taking on the position of 
Uachtarán of An Cumann Camógaíochta. They 
also wore the Dublin colours with pride as did 
Anne Carey, while Anne Ashton was chairperson 
of Dublin.  Margaret O’Leary won three All-
Ireland medals with her native Wexford. Her 2 
daughters Mary and Una Leacy have followed in 
her footsteps. Connie and Kay Lyons later set up 
the Marino camogie club.

Frank Malcolmson – 
Distinguished Servant

E
Frank Malcolmson 
(right with Caitriona 
Beirne of Lucan Sars-
fi elds) is synonymous 

with Thomas Davis where he 
has given decades of service 
to the club and the game of 
camogie. 
But what might not be as well known is Frank’s 
very close affi nity with the Phoenix Park.  In the 
old days of the original pavilion, Frank’s mainte-
nance and construction skills, were put to great 
use in keeping the building ticking over.  He 
would have “led” a team workers that included 
Phyllis Breslin, Maura Brady and Sheila Wallace!

Like so many his involvement has 
been a total family one. His wife 
Kathleen was heavily committed to 
the game and their daughter Paula 
has played for Davis’ and Dublin.  
Their granddaughters Samantha 
and Nicole are carrying that torch 
at present at club and county levels.

Frank has served Thomas Davis as 
Board delegate and he has been a Dublin mentor 
at Senior and Junior levels.  He has been Board 
Treasurer in the past and currently fi lls the posi-
tion of Assistant Treasurer.  

The Board is delighted to name one of the Dress-
ing Rooms after Frank.
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First set of Rules of Camogie

• 12 PLAYERS ON A TEAM

• PITCH SIZE: 40-60 YARDS WIDE AND 60-
100 YARDS LONG

• DURATION: 40 MINUTES

• RECOMMENDED WEIGHT OF HURLEY WAS 
NOT TO EXCEED 32 OUNCES

• WEIGHT OF SLIOTAR TO BE BETWEEN 4 
AND 5 OUNCES

• CIRCUMFERENCE OF SLIOTAR TO BE 
BETWEEN 7 AND 9 INCHES

• GOALPOSTS WERE TO BE 10 FEET APART 
WITH A CROSSBAR 7 FEET FROM THE 
GROUND, THIS RULE WAS CHANGED IN 

1911. THE GOAL WAS NOW 15 FEET WIDE 
AND A PARALLELOGRAM WAS INTRODUCED.

• SKIRTS TO BE WORN NOT LESS THAN 6 
INCHES FROM THE GROUND, THIS WAS 
LATER CHANGED IN 1913 TO EIGHT 
INCHES FROM THE GROUND!

• INTENTIONALLY STOPPING THE BALL WITH 
THE SKIRT WAS A FOUL. 

• LINE OUT: GOALKEEPER, FULL-
BACK,TWO WING BACKS, CENTRE BACK, 
THREE MIDFIELD PLAYERS, CENTRE 
FORWARD, TWO WING FORWARDS, AND 
A FULL-FORWARD.

First set of Rules of CamogieFirst set of Rules of Camogie

CAMOGIE HISTORY
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Marino and Naomh Uinsionn
Germaine Noonan 

M
any of us saw our fi rst 
cricket matches because 
we had the pleasure of 
going past the Cricket 

Grounds if we were on the 24 bus 
route and it was fascinating to see 
the sparkling white uniforms of 
the players. 
Nets were not in vogue back then so we had plen-
ty of sprints going to fetch the sliothar which at 
times strayed to pitch 3 if we were on pitch 2 and 
even umpires ended up on many a run chasing 
after a stray sliothar if there was a blistering goal 
scored. Of course the Pavilion came in to its own 
if we were playing on Pitch 1.

The pavilion also presented us with our 
fi rst hurling wall and many a ball was 
lashed against it.

Some of us were fascinated to know 
that the Army and the Guards played 
GAA and had their own pitch in the 
Phoenix Park.

Finally, as we trained in 1983 and 1984 
with the Dublin seniors I have memo-

ries of  Christy Hayes – a legendary Eoghan 
Ruadh player - making up us run up and down 
the hills off beyond the trees to build up our 
strength - a killer.  Then we had the joy of being 
inspired by him demo’ing how to cut a sideline 
where he routinely chipped it over the bar with 
an ease that was pure class.

Louise Curry

L
ouise played Dublin and then played 
for Galway and was on the fi rst Gal-
way team to win a senior All-Ireland  
title in 1996. She also won club All-

Ireland titles with Pearses of Galway.)
I fi rst played in the Phoenix Park in the mid ‘80’s 
with St. Monica’s camogie team (those were the 
12-a-side days).  We would arrive at the car park 
and get changed at the back of the cars unlike 
the newly re-furbished facilities that are available 
today.   The car park would usually be full with 
a number of games being played on the various 
pitches.  As I played in goal you never knew if 
there would be a nice pool of water waiting for 
you right in the middle of the goal (depending 

on the previous weeks weather of course). 

There was also the chance of being hit by a slio-
thar in the back of the head from shots taken on 
the pitch directly behind (luckily  I escaped this 
although I did see it happen during one of our 
matches to our opposition’s goalie).  My fi rst 
encounter for Dublin trials at U-14 was also in 
the Phoenix Park on sweltering day with about 
50 other girls.  As in the days gone by the Phoe-
nix Park is still a hive of activity for camogie any 
time of the week.

Louise then went on to play for Dublin and then played 
for Galway and was on the fi rst Galway team to win a 
senior All-Ireland  title in 1996. She also won club All-
Ireland titles with Pearses of Galway.

PHOENIX PARK MEMORIES
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Phyllis Breslin

P
hyllis has given a 
lifetime of service 
to camogie and 
spent many happy 

hours here in the Phoe-
nix Park either playing or 
referring. 

Phyllis fi rst played with 
Eoghan Ruadh and was 
very lucky to win a club 
All-Ireland medal with the 
famed club in 1967. She then 
went on to play with Ath 
Cliath with whom she won 
an All-Ireland junior cham-
pionship medal in 1975 and 
senior National League 
in 1979. She later played 
with Naomh Bríd and 
captured Intermediate 
League and Champion-
ship honours with them.

Intercounty referring was 
very important to Phyl-
lis and she is very proud 
of the fact that she holds 
2 Junior and 2 Senior 

All-Ireland referee’s medals. 
Phyllis referred many many 
games in Dublin and was al-
ways acknowledged as a very 
fair referee.

The Dublin native played a 
huge part in administraion 
at all levels, she was twice 
Cathaoirleach of Comhairle 
Laighean and served as 
Uachtarán from 1997 to 2000, 
the same years as the late Joe 
Mc Donagh. Stll involved 
in administration Phyllis is 
presently a “Trustee” of An 
Cumann Camógaíochta.  

Phyllis is seen on left with 
Mona O’Sullivan, Board 

Treasurer and Megan 
Thomas of Erins Isle after a 
Poc Fada competition in the 

Phoenix Park

Phyllis BreslinPhyllis Breslin

PAST CAMOGIE PLAYERS
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MATCH LINE UP

ÁTH CLIATH

1. Aisling Spillane 

2. Ciara Buchanan

3. Laura Walsh

4. Emma O’Flynn

5. Emma Barron

6. Deirdre Johnstone

7. Gráinne Free 

8. Róisín McLaughlin

9. Róisín Drohan

10. Aoife Dooley 

11. Sinead Nolan

12. Róisín Baker

13. Emer Keenan

14. Nadine Murphy

15. Kate Mulvey

16. Chloe Ní Cheallaigh

17. Evelyn Twomey 

18. Emma Young 

19. Gráinne Power

Dublin Premier Junior 
Team - Littlewoods 
Ireland Division 3 

League Champions 2017

St. Oliver Plunkett 
Eoghan Ruadh

1. Chloe Rochford

2. Aisling Browne

3. Aisling Gibbons

4. Hannah Brady

5. Anne McSweeney

6. Zoe Couch

7. Lizzie McSweeney

8. Aisling Carolan

9. Caoimhe Ní 
Mhaolagáin

10. Zoe Cole

11. Laoise Quinn

12. Ciara Glynn

13. Orla Murphy

14. Aoife Bugler

15. Ciara Carolan

16. Jody Couch

17. Niki Carr

18. Ciara Gibbons

19. Lucy Phelan

20. Gaby Couch

21. Alice Leahy

22. Maura Browne

23.  Lauren Foley-Browne

24. Hannah Foley-
Browne

25. Sinéad O’Brien

26. Amy Darcy

27. Laura Gregg

28. Ciara Sweeney
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“One of � e greats”
JOEY TOWELL
by  NialL SculLy (Evening Herald)

T
he mentor that 
wrote the few 
words recalled a 
day when he was 

up in the Phoenix Park 
with his young team. He 
spotted Joey pucking the 
ball against the dressing 
room wall beside the old 
Eoghan Ruadh pitch.

He brought the kids over. He told them this was one 
of the greatest players ever to hurl for Dublin. The 
children looked puzzled. And they carried the expres-
sion of the Tom that doubted. Joey chatted away to 
the lads. And as he did so, he hit the sliotar high in 
the air. 150 feet, said the mentor. He kept talking 
away, and as it landed, he caught it behind his back!  
The man with eyes in the back of his head.

The kids doubted no more. “You should have seen 
the look on their faces. The eyes nearly popped out of 
their heads,” explained the mentor. Joey showed them 
a few more tricks. Joe Canning, Henry Sheffl in and DJ 
Carey rolled into one.  “The children were enthralled. 
He was a real gentleman. And the players still talk 
about him today.”

Eoghan Ruadh have one of the most respected names 
in Dublin Hurling. They won one Dublin Senior 
Hurling Championship. That was back in 1951. It 
was some achievement.  That was when Dublin hurl-
ing teemed with the best hurlers in the country. Up in 
the city to make a crust. Dublin club sides were like 
inter-county teams.

They said that Joey could make the ball talk. He was 

reared beside the Phoenix 
Park. And long after the fi nal 
whistle sounded, one of the 
great delights of his life was 
still arriving on its turf with 
the hurl and sliotar.  He could 
make it sing and dance. Just 
like Sandie Shaw.

From his earliest years, he’d 
spend hours perfecting his 
touch. Banging the ball 

against the wall until the concrete went home for tea.  
“He was as good as any of them,” judged Con Ryan, a 
man who knows hurling better than most. And who 
has seen them all.  Con comes from Tipperary, the 
home of hurling, and Joey Towell would have been in 
comfortable company there.

He played with Dublin for 15 years. With utter devo-
tion. And raw courage. His colleagues included two 
men who would manage the county, Marty Morris 
and Tommy Naughton.  One of Tommy’s selectors 
was Mick O’Riordan, another noble Eoghan Ruadh 
man. Andy Cunningham and Damian Byrne com-
pleted the crew.

There were some good days. Days that helped cement 
the path for Dalo. But how Tommy would have loved 
to have Joey Towell on the bus. 

Like all the great hurlers, Joey and his violin were 
never apart. And that’s what made him the performer 
he was.

Eoghan Ruadh were part of the fabric of the Park. 
Hurling hummed here through the decades. And the 
trees still dance to the memory of those times, and to 
the magic of Joey Towell. Sending the sliotar over the 
Papal Cross on the highway to Heaven.  

“One of � e greats”“One of � e greats”

MATCH LINE UP
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CAMOGIE HISTORY

Camogie in Dublin: The early days
Paul Rouse, Lecturer, SchoOl of History, University ColLege Dublin, Author, Member 

of St. Oliver PlunketT Eoghan Ruadh and former foOtbalLer with TulLamore.

W
hen the GAA was founded, it 
was pledged that the new As-
sociation would be open to men 
of every class. Speaking at the 

inaugural meeting of the Association, Mau-
rice Davin made particular reference to men 
from poorer backgrounds, whom, he told 
the meeting, seemed to be condemned to a 
life which was little more than an endless 
round of labour. That women might also 
have wished to play the sports established 
and organised by the GAA does not seem to 
have crossed the minds of 
the founders.  

That is not to say that 
women were not in-
volved in the early years 
of the GAA. Far from 
it. Women turned up in 
their droves to football 
and hurling matches 
throughout the 1880s 
and 1890s. This was 
something which 
Michael Cusack com-
mented on frequently 
in a series of newspaper 
articles. According to 
Cusack, Tipperary wom-
en turned up at hurling 
matches, dressed in their 

‘gala attire to fl ash looks and smiles of approval 
on their rustic knights.’  

This is a statement which is clearly refl ective of 
the wider sentiments of society. Women’s in-
volvement in sport was perceived to be decorative 
in function. Young adult women were expected 
to be devoted to their families fi rst and foremost, 
as housewives and mothers. Wealthy women, 
who might have been expected to lead a sport-
ing movement for women, usually held other 
priorities. Fashions came and went, but it was 
considered vulgar to have a robust fi tness. Sci-
ence fuelled a belief that men and women were 

complementary opposites. It 
was widely held that exces-
sive sporting activity could 
diminish a woman’s capac-
ity to procreate.  On top of 
this, such attempts as were 
made by women to orga-
nise sport for themselves 
were routinely sneered at, 
or were simply ignored. 

Change came slowly but by 
the end of the nineteenth 
century the boundaries 
had begun to shift. Wider 
changes in Irish society 
– change which was slow 
in coming but was ulti-
mately dramatic in how 
it reshaped Irish society 
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– brought change to the playing of sport. Women 
were appearing in far greater numbers than previ-
ously in secondary schools, in teacher training 
colleges, in universities and in the civil service by 
1900. As these independent women sought their 
own place in the world, sport played a signifi cant 
part in shifting the perceptions of what a woman 
was capable of doing. This shift involved a leap 
over the sideline and onto the playing fi eld. It was 
a leap which ultimately resulted in the establish-
ment of women’s hurling in Ireland – a game 
which came to be known as camogie.

The birth of camogie was an initiative which 
was framed by the involvement of women in the 
Gaelic League. The Gaelic League was founded 
by Douglas Hyde in 1893. The promotion of the 
Irish language was its principal objective, but 
branches of the League were also committed to 
the promotion of all aspects of Irish culture. 
Many of the male members of the League were in-
volved with the GAA. The Keating Branch of the 
Gaelic League in Dublin already had prominent 
hurling and football teams for its male members, 
when in 1903 a group of its women members, 
including many who had travelled from various 
parts of Ireland to work in Dublin, determined to 
play the game of hurling. 

Led by university graduate Máire Ní Chinnéide, 
a code of rules that was based on hurling was 
devised. The rules of hurling were amended in 
ways that were considered to make the game 
more suitable to women – and this game was 
renamed camoguidheacht (or camógaíocht), 
roughly translated as ‘junior hurling’,  but more 
commonly abbreviated to ‘camogie’ in common 
English-language usage. Hurleys and sliotars 
were to be smaller and lighter than those used 
by the men. The pitch was shortened so that its 

dimensions were to stand between 60 and 100 
yards in length and between 40 and 60 yards in 
width. The number of players per team was set at 
twelve (in recognition of the possible diffi culties 
in getting suffi cient numbers of women to play). 
Unique among the rules was one which cited as a 
foul the deliberate stopping of the ball with the 
long fl owing skirts then fashionable amongst 
early players. 

The women of the Keating Branch began their 
practices in the summer of 1903, fi rst in Drum-
condra Park, and later in the Phoenix Park. The 
founding of another club, Cúchulainns, in Dub-
lin in early 1904, allowed for the staging of the 
fi rst recorded camogie match in July of that year. 
The game was played at the Meath Agricultural 
Society Grounds (later Páirc Tailteann), and Keat-
ing’s claimed victory by a single goal to no score.  
Camogie was spreading quickly: By the end of 
1904 there were fi ve teams playing in an organ-
ised league in Dublin. The progress was suffi cient 
to allow for the formal establishment of An Cu-
mann Camógaíochta [the Camogie Association], 
with Máire Ní Chinnéide as president, at 8 North 
Frederick Street in Dublin on 25 February 1905. 

It was a struggle to spread the game, however. 
There were hostile attitudes to women playing 
it. Early camogie players were pioneers who fl ew 
in the face of public opinion; many of them hid 
their hurls under their coats as they travelled to 
play, in order to defl ect ridicule from the wider 
public. One of the men who did much to assist 
the development of camogie in Dublin, Seán 
O’Duffy, a Mayo native who was a leading hurler 
and offi cial with Crokes club, wrote to the press 
that the growth of the game was largely ‘unaided 
and unorganised’, and hindered by ‘adverse 
circumstances’.  The challenges faced by those 

– brought change to the playing of sport. Women dimensions were to stand between 60 and 100 – brought change to the playing of sport. Women dimensions were to stand between 60 and 100 
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trying to promote camogie were legion, and were 
not always overcome. Even when progress was 
made, it was sometimes lost at a later date. For 
example, the league which was started in Dublin 
in 1904 fell into abeyance and the cup which had 
been presented initially went missing. By 1910, 
the sport had drifted into stagnation in Dublin. 

In April 1911 letters to the Dublin newspapers 
signalled a new attempt to put camogie on a 
sound footing. A letter from one player, Cáit Ní 
Dhonnchadha, outlined the motivation for their 
endeavour: ‘We want something to supplement 
the ballroom and the skating rink. We want to 
organise the womanhood of Ireland into one 
grand body, whose sole object, under that of na-

tional emancipation, would be the raising of the 
sex from the slough of a false and foreign civili-
sation.’  The letter went on to invite women to a 
meeting at the Calaroga Hall on Rutland Square, 
with a view to reorganising the association, revis-
ing its rules and restoring health to the game. 
On 21 April 1911 An Cumann Camógaíochta 
was relaunched in Dublin. Eleanor, Dowager 
Countess of Fingal, was appointed president at 
a meeting attended by thirteen Dublin clubs. Ac-
cepting the position, the Countess wrote: ‘I will 
be delighted to do anything I can to help what I 
consider a splendid work, for I believe if we could 
make the boys’ and girls’ lives in Ireland more 
happy and cheerful we would keep many more of 
them at home.’  The chairman of the reorganised 
association, Mrs Hamilton, told the meeting that 
she believed ladies should have their own form 
of recreation which would give healthy exercise, 
counteract the evils of living in a city and make 
them better and nobler living. The idea that the 
game offered a great opportunity to improve 
women’s health was stressed in the newspapers: 
‘This healthy game, which suggests a blend of 
hurling and hockey, was introduced a few years 
ago in Dublin and it provoked some most inter-
esting contests between local clubs. Only a little 
organisation should be needed to preserve it as a 
means of recreation for many hundreds of in-
door workers in Dublin.’  

This time a determined effort was made to es-
tablish the game on a nationwide basis and by 
the middle of 1912 camogie matches were being 
played regularly in each of the four provinces. 
The game was dominated by single women, who 
were students, graduates or out at work. The 
fi rst offi cial inter-county game was played in that 
summer of 1912, when Dublin defeated Louth 
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by 2-1 to 0-0 at Jones’s Road. It says much for the 
presence of the game in Dublin city that when 
newspapers published photographs of the two 
teams who played the match, the caption referred 
to ‘Irish ladies’ new Gaelic game’. The match was 
played as a part of a wider aeridheacht involv-
ing music and song and dance. By the time the 
camogie match started at 5.30pm there were an 
estimated 4,000 people present. Dublin were con-
sidered much the stronger team, playing more 
scientifi cally, although all the players were ham-
pered by constant slipping caused by having no 
studs on their boots.  

The Camogie Association had a strong national-
ist outlook. A letter from Cáit Ní Donnchadha 

and Seán O’Duffy to the Evening Telegraph 
newspaper outlined the broader vision which 
underpinned the game: 

‘…it is obvious that the country at large, and the 
city of Dublin in particular, would be strength-
ened and purifi ed by our women cherishing and 
practising games of native origin and growth. 
The energy displayed by so many Irish ladies in 
advocating women’s rights proves that active 
forces are still to be won over to national objects. 
I would respectfully suggest to those ladies to 
devote portion of their organising energy and 
resources towards ameliorating the lot of their 
less fortunate sisterhood, who toil in vitiated 
shops, stores, warerooms, etc. and whose social 
life needs brightening. … The realisation of such 
an ideal would naturally give rise to a more in-
dependent and more self-respecting race. When 
we have secured national freedom – which is the 
goal of all true Irish women, no matter how they 
may differ in trivial matters – let us have our own 
national pastime as an essential element of our 
existence as a nation.’  

Later, Seán O’Duffy fought in North King Street 
during the 1916 Rising, and was detained in 
Stafford Gaol. Despite much turmoil on the 
streets during this decade of revolution, camogie 
still made steady progress in Dublin in the early 
1920s. A record number of teams were competing 
in the Dublin colleges’ leagues. In 1922 the fi rst 
offi cially designated camogie grounds became 
available at Phoenix Park. It was a mark of how 
far the game had travelled. Few sports had to 
overcome the range of obstacles that confronted 
camogie before for the fi rst two decades of its 
existence, but it now had a place of its own in the 
city.

CAMOGIE HISTORY
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Magical M emories... 
Patricia Woods (Timmins)

T
he Phoenix Park has been my second 
home for as long as I can remember. 
My mother was one of the found-
ers of Naomh Aoife Camogie Club 

in 1935 and my father was roped in to train 
the team. 

During the camogie sea-
son, Sunday was the most 
eagerly awaited day of the 
week for me. The Sunday 
routine was: - early Mass, 
breakfast, camogie uniform 
then cycle up to the Phoe-
nix Park for the day. First 
match or practise was 11 
o’clock. My mother refereed 
a few matches throughout 
the day. We went home in 
the early evening for dinner. 
During the day, I wold puck 
balls about with my Dad 
and team members before 
and after our match. I would 
enjoy leaning on the black iron railings which 
bordered the pitches watching whatever match-
es were being played. As a very young child, I 
learned how to ride a bicycle beside the camogie 
pitches by borrowing a bike from some of the 
“big” girls in our club.

At one stage there were only two camogie pitches 
– one Senior and one Junior. Two more were 
opened with great ceremony later. I remember 
playing on the Dublin team against a “selected” 

team to mark the inauguration. There were 
great “characters” and Mentors who were loyal 
supporters of the game. In the early years, Sean 
O’Duffy and Mick Golden would be up early 
on Sunday mornings and summer evenings to 
erect the goal nets and put up fl ags around the 
pitches. I have fond memories of a tall affable 

man called Jack who was a retired seafarer. He 
chatted to my Dad leaning on the railings watch-
ing the camogie matches every week. My father 
always brought a large meat sandwich for Jack. 
There was also Mr. Kinsella who supported the 
matches and who always had a big bag of sweets 
which he liked to share with the teams. Camo-
gie clubs had their own special places around 
the Senior pitch. Naomh Aoife, Celtic, Maurice 
O’Neills, St. Mary’s Sallynoggin, CIE, UCD etc. 
all “camped” on the south side of the pitch while 
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Eoghan Ruadh, Austin Stacks, Finbars, Slieve 
Bloom etc. all “camped” on the north side. Most 
players travelled by bicycle or bus – there were 
very few cars. 

The goalposts had a top bar which meant that 
more accuracy was required to score points. 
There were twelve players per team and pitches 
were shorter than hurling pitches. There was 
more emphasis on ground play. Running up 
the pitch tapping the ball on one’s stick would 

be regarded by Mentors – and most players – as 
“showing off” ! There were less camogie clubs 
and players knew one another by sight if not 
by name. Games were played in a very sporting 
atmosphere and there was great camaraderie 
between clubs and players. I count myself blessed 
to have enjoyed playing camogie through the 
years in the Phoenix Park. I have made lifelong 
friends there and have so many magical memo-
ries of games won and lost – but always enjoyed.

Dublin – 1963 All Ireland Camogie Champions

Eoghan Ruadh, Austin Stacks, Finbars, Slieve be regarded by Mentors – and most players – as 

PHOENIX PARK MEMORIES
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The Murphys - 1965 to 1988

B
efore moving to Dublin, we lived 
in Clonmel. Our fi rst memory of 
the Phoenix Park camogie pitches 
is of having picnics on “our bench” 

at the bottom of the path that leads up to 
the camogie pitches, when on day trips to 
Croke Park. We used run up the path and 
puck around on the pitches (in spite of the 
sign that said Do Not use except for offi cial 
camogie matches!). One of these trips was 
to see Dublin win Camogie All Ireland in 
1965, with Orla Ní Shíocháin the star 
attraction.

Little did we think that those camogie pitches 
would become the epicentre of our lives for close 
on 20 years! Schools matches on Saturdays, club 
matches on Sundays, September to May, year 
in, year out. It was at fi rst the era of the canvas 
boots, the gymslips, the black tights… and no 
helmets. Then the skirt arrived, with much ado 
about what was acceptable to wear underneath in 
the absence of the now-abandoned tights. Juve-
nile matches on pitch 4 initially, then graduating 
to Pitch 1. Continuing to play inter-county camo-
gie after getting married was frowned upon… the 
removal of the marriage ban in the workplace 
saw attitudes change on the camogie pitch also.   

Pitch 2, which seemed HUGE when you graduat-
ed up from Pitch 4, was always the Court Num-
ber 1 of Dublin Camogie, and fi nals were always 
played there. It was also the best pitch for crowd 
control. Should a supporter become more vo-
cal than the referee considered acceptable, while 

the ref could not silence them she (always she in 
those days) could instruct them to STAND OUT-
SIDE THE RAILING – that was power!  Not to 
forget the top cross-bar on the narrow goal posts: 
points were hard-earned in those days, ground 
hurling was all the rage! Parking the car, always 
in the same spot... each club had its preferred 
spot. Railings around pitches for swinging on, 
car wheels spinning as we reversed up the little 
hill at pitch 2 – with maybe 8 or 9 loaded into the 
car (no people-carriers in those days!)    

As for the Pavilion itself: mainly it was that dark, 
cold but functional changing room in an era 
when the Phoenix Park was camogie in Dub-
lin – only a handful of other pitches existed. 
The Pavilion was a most unedifying home from 
which we emerged to chase our dreams - but it 
was the only one we knew. Lowly though it may 
seem when compared with 21st century facilities, 
it in no way dimmed our enthusiasm or hopes. It 
was home to our tears from time to time also. It 
was where we togged out; there was running wa-
ter, and rather basic (very basic!) toilet facilities. 
Hydration was a slug from the tap. Intercounty 
training was almost exclusively at these pitches 
up to about 1980. The panel would sit on the 
benches along the wall in The Pavilion waiting 
for team announcements. Dreams drowned or 
fulfi lled!! 

One evening stands out in particular:  May 17th 
1974, the day of the Dublin bombs. At Dublin 
Junior training, one of the players - a girl by the 
name of Higgins (possibly Austin Stacks) arrived 
to join us as we changed in The Pavilion.  She 
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had come from work: she worked close to the site 
of one of the bombs.  She sat and trembled: the 
memory is of her just sitting there, in shock - sit-
ting on that bench trembling. Reflecting now, the 
Pavilion probably offered a community to join as 
she attempted to come to some sort of terms with 
her experience. Remember: no mobile phones, 
no texting, no Twitter to cancel training in those 
days, so when everyone got to the Park, many 
delayed by the chaos in the city centre, training 
proceeded as usual. 

In the 80s, adult camogie saw us all part of a 
revival in UCD camogie, with glorious memories 
of fine May evenings with cracking games against 
Celtic, Stacks and later Crumlin. Dublin camogie 

was strong at that time, as was the standard of 
club camogie – great rivalries were played out in 
the setting sun on Pitch 2. Those were the days, 
my friend, and we genuinely thought they would 
never end…. The next generation of Murphy’s, 
in the colours of Skerries, Plunketts, and Cuala, 
led by our three brothers, still line out on Pitch 
2: sometimes perhaps, Mr. and Mrs. Murphy, as 
they were known to most, and an integral part of 
our camogie in the Phoenix Park, can be heard 
cheering from the sideline in the sky!   

Memories from Mary, Anne, Frances and Edel 
Murphy (Presentation Club, 1968-1976, UCD 
1977-1988). 

L-R: Frances, Anne, Edel and Mary Murphy
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Memories from Marino/
St. Vincents Camogie Club

Playing in the Park

M
arino Camogie Club started 
“trekking” to the Phoenix Park 
in late 1973 after the Club was 
founded as a result of the take-

up and interest in that year’s Community 
Games. Former Dublin Camogie stars Kay 
Lyons and her late sister Connie, and Wex-
ford man, the late Jim Dempsey, brought 
together an enthusiastic and energetic 
group of parents and ex-players to look 
after the large number of girls in the parish 
who wanted to play, and we were born. 

From the outset, a group of camogiers would 
meet at “’Connie’s house” at the D Walls in 
Marino to travel to the Park on Saturdays and 
Sundays. We normally had two options to get us 
there: the 24 or 23 buses. The 24 came through 
Marino but service could be a bit uncertain(!) 
at the time and so the decision would have to 
be made as to whether to wait for the 24 which 
would leave us at Heuston Station and would 
involve at least a half an hour’s walk to the 
pitches. The 23 involved a good 20 minute walk 
down to Ballybough and, when we got off near 
Islandbridge, a climb up approx. 100 steps and 
a long walk through meadows, doing our best 
to avoid cow pats and deer droppings. Coming 
home, it had to be the 24! We would walk down 
from the pitches and someone would go ahead 
to check whether there was a bus at Heuston and 

would signal to those coming behind whether 
they had time to pop into the shops (or the chip-
per) or run as fast as they could to catch the bus. 
The top of the bus was the only place to sit and 
coming down the quays, particularly on autumn 
and winter Sunday afternoons in the ‘70s and 
early 80s, passing so many derelict and boarded-
up buildings, contributes to memories that feel 
grey – heading home to fi nish homework and get 
ready for school probably added to it.

Given that we travelled by bus for many of our 
early years, we can really only be astounded at the 
effort that Connie and Kay, and their sister May, 
put into the Club. They would hand-deliver notes 
to all the players during the week and would 
bring the teams up to the Park on the bus – often 
bringing two teams home and bringing another 
two back up, on the same day, and having to 
move around from pitch to pitch while they were 
there! We all have great memories of playing on 
“the big pitch” – Pitch 2 - with its wrought-iron 
railings all around it. Pitch 1, beside the Pavilion 
was mostly used for Junior matches in those early 
days and had quite an incline. Pitch 3 hosted a 
lot of juvenile games and Pitch 4 always seemed 
quite far away and often had to be cleared of 
herds of deer before games could take place. The 
Pavilion was a damp, cold building with toilets 
that you only used in an emergency. Mostly, you 
carried your gear with you to the pitches and 
many teams didn’t use the Pavilion at all except 
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as our first “Hurling wall”, although we didn’t 
realise it at the time!

Were you to talk to any player who had the ex-
periences of heading up to the ‘Park’ every other 
weekend, the over-riding feeling will be of the 
friendships forged and maintained: bands of 
sisters both natural and created; supporting each 
other and experiencing the same highs and lows 
that come with any team sport. Parents were 
also heavily involved in supporting our teams, in 
every way, and this no doubt added to the strong 
community spirit in the parish that remains to 
this day.

We congratulate all those involved in renovating 
and fitting out the Pavilion for use by all Dublin 
club teams, undoubtedly making ‘playing in the 
Park’ a much more comfortable and dignified 
experience for all our players, and supporters. 
And, despite most Clubs now having their own 
grounds, the Co. Board is to be congratulated for 
maintaining the pitches in the Phoenix Park as a 
hub for Camogie in the capital, as it always has 
been.

Camogie agus Áth Cliath Abú!

Bríd Power

Marino Feile na nGael team 1992 – Galway
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